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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and Was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 4, 5, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated over Langridge 
etal. (US 6683849 Bl) 

Regarding claim 1, Langridge et al. disclose the Umitation of a telecommunications 
network (Fig. 1, network comprising four nodes A to D) comprising: a first SONET/SDH ring 
that comprises a first plurality of nodes (Fig. 1; element ring 2 as first SONET/SDH ring, nodes 
A, B, D as a first plurality of nodes, column 4, lines 5-13), wherein said first SONET/SDH ring 
defines a first address space and wherein each of said first plurality of nodes is identified by a 
unique address in said first address space (column 6, lines 3-9, recited "APS Ids" as first 
address space of ring 2 , nodes A,B, D are provided with the IDs for ring 2); and a second 
SONET/SDH ring that comprises a second plurality of nodes (Fig. 1; element ring 4 as second 
SONET/SDH ring, nodes A, B, C as a second plurality of nodes, column 4, Hnes 5-13) wherein 
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said second SONET/SDH ring defines a second address space and wherein each of said second 
plurality of nodes is identified by a unique address in said second address (column 6, lines 3-9, 
recited "APS Ids" as second address space of ring 4 , nodes A,B, C are provided with the IDs for 
ring 4, whereas node D is not), and an optical fiber that carries a first working STS-N that 
comprises: (1) a second working STS-1 that is associated with said first SONET/SDH ring 
(column 4, Unes 5 - 13, recited working traffic on the working fiber between the pair of nodes 
A,B, ring 2 (as first ring) and ring 4 (as second ring)), and (2) a third working STS-1 that is 
associated with said second SONET/SDH ring (column 4, lines 5-13, recited working traffic on 
the working fiber between the pair of nodes C,B, ring 4 (as second ring) and ring 3 (as third 
ring)), wherein there are at least two nodes that have an address in the address space of said first 
SONET/SDH ring and an address in the address space of said second SONET/SDH ring , and 
wherein traffic STSs are distinguished from protection Sf Ss (Fig. 1, elements ring 2, nodes A, B, 
D, ring 4, nodes A, B, C, nodes A, B have address of first ring and address of second ring; 
column 4, lines 26 - 35, ). 

Regarding claim 3 , Langridge et al. disclose the limitation of the telecommunications 
network of claim 1 further comprising an optical fiber that carries a first STS-N that comprises: 
(1) a first automatic protection switching channel that is associated with said first SONET/SDH 
ring (Fig. 1, element ring 2 as first ring, column 4, lines 5-13), and (2) a second automatic 
protection switching channel that is associated with said second SONET/SDH ring (Fig. 1, 
element ring 4 as second rmg, column 4, lines 5-13). 

Regarding claim 4, Langridge et al. disclose the Umitation of the telecommunications 
network of claim 1 further comprising an optical fiber that carries a first STS-N that comprises: 
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(1) the Ki and K2 line overhead bytes that are associated with said first SONET/SDH ring, and 

(2) the Ki and K2 line overhead bytes that are associated with said second SONET/SDH ring 

(column 5, lines 3 1 - 42; recited as KI and K2, a single pair of K byte can be used to providing 
switching signaling for the entire traffic flow between nodes; column 5, lines 59 - 62). 

Regarding claim 5, Langridge et al. disclose the limitation of a telecommunications 
network comprising: a first SONET/SDH ring (Fig. 1, element ring 2 as first ring,); and a second 
SONET/SDH ring (Fig. 1, element ring 4 as second ring,); an optical fiber that carries: (1) a first 
STS-1 that is associated with said first SONET/SDH ring (Fig. 1, element ring 2 as first ring, 
column 4, lines 5-13), and (2) a second STS-1 that is associated with said second SONET/SDH 
ring (Fig. 1, element ring 2 as first ring, column 4, lines 5-13). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 12, 14 are allowed. Prior art of record, in single or in combination, do not disclose 
expressly receiving a second optical carrier signal comprising a first source address and a first 
destination address in a second address space; multiplexing said first optical carrier signal and 
said second optical carrier signal into a frame; and transmitting said frame; wherein said first 
optical carrier signal in said frame comprises a second source address and a second destination 
address in said first address space; and wherein said second optical carrier signal in said frame 
comprises a second source address and a second destination address in said second address space 
; demultiplexing said first optical carrier signal and said second optical carrier signal from said 
SONET/SDH traffic frame 
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5. Additionally, all of the further limitations in claims 13, 15 are allowable since the claims 
are dependent upon the independent claims. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew C. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272-3 13 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Ngo can be reached on (571) 272-3 139. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct,uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
. system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

ACL Mar 15, 2006 
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